
This consultation sets out the issues that your Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
considers might be addressed by the Plan and the approaches that the Group feels, so 
far, are most appropriate for the various forms of development that may be required or 
for which there will be pressure.

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has tried to take into account as far as possible 
issues raised in the Parish Plan, the consensus of views expressed in an earlier residents’ 
survey of June 2014, and Local Authority input on habitat and flood zones. Your views on 
what we are suggesting are important so we can produce a Plan which has community 
support. The Walford Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan will eventually require 
your mandate through a referendum.  

Please:-
• Have a look at each theme and objective
• Add your views either by adding sticky dots or writing comments on post-it notes
• Should you wish to comment in more detail please use the sheets available for this.   

Your views will help us to develop planning policies and proposals that should help 
Walford Parish  have better control over how our Community will develop in the next 11 
years.   

Walford Parish 

Neighbourhood 

Development Plan

(NDP)

Neighbourhood Development Plans 
contain planning policies and proposals. 
These form the basis for decisions 
about where and how development 
should take place, which could include 
housing, employment, open space, 
community facilities and other uses.

Within the constraints set by National Planning Policy Guidance and Herefordshire 
Local Plan Core Strategy this new form of plan allows the community a greater 
opportunity to influence planning decisions at a local level



1514 population at 

2011 census

772 males, 742 females

35 school children/students

53 communal accommodation 

residents

Mean age 46.4 years

648 houses in 2011 Area of 2020 

hectares

0.7 people per 

hectare

87.2% occupied

12.8% not normally occupied

~74% detached houses

~15% semi detached

~6% terraced, 5% flats

76.5% owned, 

20% rented & 3.5% rent free

Our Neighbourhood

Dispersed, small, rural settlements

Bounded by River Wye to West (SSSI), 75% of the Parish is within the AONB

 Two Churches, Two Village Halls

Primary School

One Filling Station, Stores and Post Office

 Local employment predominantly Farming, Homeworking and Leisure 

(Holiday lets / B&B)

Why have an NDP?

Without an NDP Herefordshire Planning will apply the rules from the “Core 

Strategy” without local input

We believe that developing an NDP will help our community play a greater role 

in shaping the future of our area and identifying our priorities

Creating an NDP provides an opportunity to bring together residents, 

businesses, local groups, landowners and developers to share ideas and build 

consensus about what needs to be done within our community while fulfilling 

our obligations



Key NDP requirements for Walford

91 houses required between 2011 and 2031

9 houses completed so far

25 houses approved but not yet built

57 more required by 2031

All houses to be built in named settlements:

•Walford/Coughton

•Bishopswood

•Howle Hill

What MUST the NDP contain?

All parishes in the Ross-on-Wye area must build a minimum of 14% new 
houses by 2031.  

 For Walford this is 91 properties of which 34 have been completed or are 
planned.  

 The NDP cannot reduce this number but it can influence how they are applied

 The NDP needs to define sites where these properties can be delivered.

Local Input into Development

 In 2011 the government passed the Localism Act providing the opportunity for 

communities to shape how the area where they live is developed.

A parish or town can create an NDP describing where housing, facilities and 

services will be built and what they will look like.

Once adopted, our NDP will be used alongside the Local Herefordshire Plan 

(known as the core strategy) and National Plan.

 The collective policies within them are then used in the determination of planning 

applications and more.

What MAY the NDP contain?

 Things that are important to residents

Such as, maintaining green space and strategic gaps between settlements

What makes our parish and it’s communities a great place to live

Such as, protecting & enhancing the countryside, especially with the AONB 

What we would like to do to preserve and make our parish better for the future as 

it develops

Such as, improving pedestrian and cycling networks



How long will it 

take to make a 

plan?

Getting started Nov 2019

Prepare draft plan Dec-Jul 2020

Consultation on draft plan Aug-Oct 2020

Revise and resubmit Oct-Dec 2020

Independent Examination Jan-Apr 2021

Referendum Jun 2021

Adoption Jul 2021Progress so far

 In 2012 the neighbourhood area was agreed to be the whole parish

 In 2014 we conducted a questionnaire open to all residents

 In 2017 we asked if any land owners had sites to offer for development

 In 2017 offered sites were independently assessed for suitability

 In 2019 the steering group reformed and appointed consultants to help us

Which sites have been offered?

 In 2017 sixteen sites were offered for development

All were independently assessed for suitability

Many are outside named settlements

Many are large sites and in flood zones

All of these sites need to be reassessed against current planning criteria

We now have 23 sites to consider and there is still time for new sites to be put 
forward



A Vision for Our Neighbourhood Development Plan up to 

2031

We propose a clear but straightforward vision for the Parish in terms of 

what we would achieve through our Neighbourhood Plan:

“By 2031 the unique landscape character and settlement pattern 

of Walford Parish will be enhanced through small scale, 

sustainable development that meets the needs and desires of 

our community today and for future generations". 

Q1. Do you wish to add to, or amend the proposed vision?

If so, please place your ‘post it’ suggestion(s) below:



Please put a dot in the appropriate box. Q2. How important are the following aspects within 

the vision we have set for the Neighbourhood Plan? 

Very 

Important

Important Not 

important

No opinion

Any necessary development will have been 

undertaken in ways that conserve, restore or 

enhance the character and features of our 

landscape, our settlements, our wildlife and 

habitats and our cultural heritage, especially 

within the Wye Valley AONB.

We will have maximised our contributions to 

mitigating climate change, reducing pollution, 

maximising sustainable food production, and 

safeguarding soils.  

Our community has been provided with the 

ability to accommodate all the amenities, 

services and facilities that it is able to support 

as it grows, and access provided for all via a 

range of means of transport to those services in 

the nearby town of Ross-on-Wye.

Visitors and new residents will continue to be 

welcomed through improved facilities and a 

safe and secure environment. 

There is a range and mix of good quality homes 

for all residents and these have met the highest 

possible levels of energy efficiency.

New development, in all its forms, will have 

been designed to a high standard that reflects 

the quality and character of the parish’s 

landscape, natural environment and cultural 

heritage.

New development will have been 

accommodated within the capacity of local 

infrastructure with a high priority given to road 

safety, especially for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Local businesses will have been supported so 

that they can flourish and grow, including 

working from home, businesses providing for 

the community’s social needs, tourism and 

farming enterprises, and on sites identified for 

business use. 



Environmental Objective

Parish plan:

• Scale of development, protecting the countryside and building design are all important; 

maintain green gap between Ross and Vine Tree/Coughton. 

Residents survey:

• Protect AONB in line with its Management Plan. 

• Robust protection of rural environment. 

• Maintain separation between villages and village identity. 

• Protect tranquillity. 

• Increase access to countryside.

Parish Environmental Scoping Report:

• NDP could help achieve Biodiversity 

Action Plan Priorities/priority habitats. 

• Take account of Wye Valley AONB 

Management Plan. 

• Protect the River Wye in accordance with 

its Nutrient Management Plan. 

We are aware of the following issues:

To ensure that development contributes positively the Walford Parish’s 

environment through:

• Conserving, and where possible, enhancing its landscape character, views, 

features and tranquillity, especially within the Wye Valley AONB where its inherent 

qualities as a nationally important landscape should be retained, restored and not 

despoiled.

• Protecting its national and international important wildlife sites and increasing 

the quality and quantity of the natural environment through adding to the overall 

extent of its wildlife features, especially those that will enhance its network of 

habitats and sites.

• Promoting measures that will reduce the contributors to climate change and also 

those that would mitigate the consequences of the growth which must be 

accommodated.

• Preserving the character, landscape and natural settings of the settlements of 

Walford, Howle Hill and Bishopswood, in particular by maintaining the landscape 

gap that separates Walford (Coughton) from Ross-on-Wye.

• Retaining the extent of its historic environment by protecting and enhancing the 

significance of important heritage assets, including those of local interest.

• Ensuring the location of development does not result in pollution that would 

adversely affect the health of residents or the natural environment, including in 

combination with other uses in the vicinity.

• Retaining high quality agricultural land.

• Protecting existing and future development from the effects of flooding, including 

from storm water.



Q3 Do you wish to add to, or amend the Environmental objective? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.

Q4 What specific environmental features or buildings within the Parish do you feel 

should receive ‘special consideration’ within the NDP?

Please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.



Environmental Objective: To ensure that 

development contributes positively to Walford 

Parish’s environment through:

Please put a dot in the appropriate box

Q5 How important are the following elements?

Very 

Important

Important Not 

Important

No opinion

Conserving, and where possible, enhancing 

its landscape character, views, features and 

tranquillity, especially within the Wye Valley 

AONB where its inherent qualities as a 

nationally important landscape should be 

retained, restored and not despoiled. 

Protecting its national and international 

important wildlife sites and increasing the 

quality and quantity of the natural 

environment through adding to the overall 

extent of its wildlife features, especially those 

that will enhance its network of habitats and 

sites.

Promoting measures that will reduce the 

contributors to climate change and also those 

that would mitigate the consequences of the 

growth which must be accommodated.

Preserving the character, landscape and 

natural settings of the settlements of Walford, 

Howle Hill and Bishopswood, in particular by 

maintaining the landscape gap that separates 

Walford (Coughton) from Ross-on-Wye. 

Retaining the extent of its historic 

environment by protecting and enhancing the 

significance of important heritage assets, 

including those of local interest.

Ensuring the location of development does 

not result in pollution that would adversely 

affect the health of residents or the natural 

environment, including in combination with 

other uses in the vicinity. 

Retaining high quality agricultural land.

Protecting development from the effects of 

flooding, including from storm water.



Community Objectives

Parish plan:

• Access to shops is difficult. 

National and County Influences: 

• Promotes healthy and safe communities through social interaction.

• Seeks safe environments and healthy lifestyle.

• Plans should plan positively for the provision and use of community 

facilities, including local shops and public houses, and other local 

services to enhance the sustainability of communities and residential 

environments. 

• The NDP would benefit from a specific indication of open space 

(including playing fields) shortfalls and surpluses in the parish.

• Community infrastructure and open space, including land for sports and 

recreation, should be protected and enhancements enabled, including new 

provision.

• Policies should set out what developments should provide such 

facilities.

Walford has very few community facilities – principally two Village Halls, a public 

house and Primary School. A range of other services and facilities are available 

within reasonable reach in Ross on Wye although the issue of access is the 

primary concern.

The Neighbourhood Plan might 

support these facilities through 

enabling new facilities or the 

extension of existing ones, 

supporting associated uses and 

locating new development where 

this might best support their 

retention. 



To meet as many of the community’s needs for services and facilities as 

possible and promote a sense of community spirit by:

• Supporting measures aimed at retaining Walford and Bishopswood 

village halls, St Michael’s Church, All Saint’s Church, Inn on the Wye 

Public House and Walford Primary School.

• Enabling the development of these facilities to enhance provision and 

their expansion as hubs for activities within the community.

• Supporting proposals for new facilities to meet the health and wellbeing 

needs of the Parish if and when any arise.

• Protecting sports and recreational activities for all ages, including public 

rights of way.

• Promoting informal recreation activities for the whole community based 

upon access to the countryside and promoting walking and cycling.

• Requiring housing developments to make provision for public open 

space and/or appropriate garden space to meet the recreational and 

leisure needs of residents.

• Promoting the improvement of public and/or community transport 

facilities and solutions that would increase access to facilities that cannot 

be provided within the Parish and enable more transport choice.

• Ensuring developments are designed to provide environments that feel 

safe and where community cohesion and spirit is actively encouraged.

• Ensuring the needs of elderly people, especially the very elderly, and 

people with disabilities are met fully. 

Q6 Do you wish to add to, or amend the Community objective? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate comments 

sheet.



Q7 Do you have any ideas about how to make better use of existing facilities?  Or have a 

request for a new facility that would benefit the community?

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate comments sheet.  

Also please see the Interested Parties form at the end to register your interest.



Community Objective: To meet as many of the 

community’s needs for services and facilities as 

possible and promote a sense of community spirit 

by:

Please put a dot in the appropriate box

Q8 How important are the following elements of the 

Community Objective?

Very 

Important

Important Not 

Important

No Opinion

Supporting measures aimed at retaining Walford 

and Bishopswood village halls, St Michael’s and All 

Saints Churches, the public house and Walford 

Primary School.

Enabling the development of these facilities to 

enhance provision and their expansion as hubs for 

activities within the community.

Supporting proposals for new facilities to meet the 

health and wellbeing needs of the Parish if and 

when any arise.

Protecting sports and recreational activities for all 

ages, including public rights of way.

Promoting informal recreation activities for the 

whole community based upon access to the 

countryside and promoting walking and cycling.

Requiring housing developments to make 

provision for public open space and/or 

appropriate garden space to meet the recreational 

and leisure needs of residents.

Promoting the improvement of public and/or 

community transport facilities and solutions that 

would increase access to facilities that cannot be 

provided within the Parish and enable more 

transport choice.

Ensuring developments are designed to provide 

environments that feel safe and where community 

cohesion and spirit is actively encouraged.

Ensuring the development needs of people with 

disabilities are met fully.       



Housing Objective

Parish plan:

• Demand for local need affordable housing is less than anticipated. 

• Restrict future individual development size to less than 20 houses

Residents survey:

• Preference for bungalows, family homes, market housing including affordable 

and self-build options.

• Preference for small scale developments of mixed house sizes and styles 

although should match on traditional forms.

NPPF:

• There is a qualified restriction upon ‘Major Development’ within the AONB, 

including housing.

• There are circumstances in which a windfall allowance may be taken into 

account.

New Housing in Walford Parish

Herefordshire’s Core Strategy indicates that Walford Parish should provide a 

minimum of 91 new dwellings over the period 2011-2031. The previous target 

(31), set when the resident’s survey was undertaken, was changed in 2015 

following Independent examination of the Core Strategy. 

The Neighbourhood Plan can determine how the houses can be distributed but 

most have to be within or immediately adjacent to our current settlements of 

Walford, Bishopswood and Howle Hill.  Evidence so far:

We may need to define village settlement boundaries around the existing 

settlements that will include where new housing should be built, although we will 

look at other options if that better fits their character and constraints. 

Where possible we will look for housing sites on suitable land to meet the needs 

indicated in this and previous consultations, provided sufficient options are 

available. We will place an emphasis on relatively small and medium sized sites 

in order to protect the landscape of the AONB and minimise negative visual 

impacts.



To accommodate the required level of proportional housing growth in a 

way that meets the needs of the Parish and comprises sensitive and 

sustainable forms of development. This will be through:

• Locating most dwellings within or adjacent to the built-up area of 

Walford (Coughton) as well as some proportionate development in 

Bishopswood and Howle Hill, taking into account their character, nature 

and any constraints.

• Ensuring mixtures of dwelling types and sizes to meet local needs, 

e.g. starter homes for young people, family housing and self-build 

opportunities.

• Meeting the housing needs of elderly people, including the very 

elderly, through mobility, sheltered and other specialist forms of 

housing.

• Requiring high quality site layouts, building design and landscaping 

that reflect local densities, character and distinctiveness; protect 

landscape character, especially within the Wye Valley AONB, and 

incorporate modern services and facilities.

• Incorporating sustainable design features, in particular, achieving the 

highest level of carbon neutrality and water conservation.

Q9 Do you wish to add to, or amend the Housing objective? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate comments 

sheet.



Please put a dot in the appropriate box

Q10 How important are the following elements of the 

Housing Objective?

Very 

Important

Important Not 

Important

No Opinion

Locating most dwellings within or adjacent 

to the built-up areas of Walford, 

Bishopswood and Howle Hill, taking into 

account their character and any 

constraints.

Ensuring mixtures of dwelling types and 

sizes to meet local needs, including starter 

homes for young people, family housing, 

homes for elderly people and self-build 

opportunities

Requiring high quality site layouts, and 

landscaping that reflect local densities, 

character and distinctiveness; protect 

landscape character, especially within the 

Wye Valley AONB, and incorporate 

modern services and facilities

The look and design of houses and related 

building standards

Incorporating sustainable design features, 

in particular, achieving the highest level of 

carbon neutrality and water conservation.  



Housing Sites

A ‘Call for Housing Sites’ was previously undertaken, and we may receive further 

submissions during the preparation of the plan. We propose to use a range of 

criteria against which to judge which sites are most appropriate. 

We recognise there are unlikely to be any perfect sites and consequently we will 

try to choose those that best meet the criteria set. We would welcome your views 

upon which criteria you consider most important.

Choosing Housing Sites

Within the context of the amount of housing we have to provide, we need to 

identify which sites best meet our needs and the community’s vision for the 

Parish. It is proposed that we use the following aspects to judge what sites are 

most appropriate, taken together the sites should be capable of accommodating 

the type of housing needs required within the Parish.

The previous ‘Call for Housing Sites’ resulted in sites of varying sizes being 

submitted. An initial assessment identified that many had constraints that would 

affect using all of the site. We may therefore seek to vary the areas of sites in 

order to meet the objectives set.   



Q11 How important do you feel the use of the following criteria are when judging whether a site 

might be developed or for choosing between sites? 

Criterion

Put a dot in the appropriate box

Very 

important

Important Not

Important

No 

opinion

1. Sites should fit sensitively into the 

settlement concerned and wider landscape –

this would include the landscape and setting 

surrounding our settlements, their form, and 

the wider landscape.

2. Development should not adversely affect 

historic or wildlife sites - this may also include 

seeking benefits such as enhancing the 

settings of important buildings or adding to the 

network of wildlife sites within the Parish.

3. Protecting greenfield sites where possible 

and agricultural land – brownfield sites, if there 

are any in appropriate locations should be 

preferred.

4. Development should not result in or be 

affected by pollution – in terms of noise, light, 

smell or other effects upon local and residential 

amenity.

5. Appropriate services should be available –

such as sewerage, water supply, electricity and 

telecommunications.

6. Sites should not flood, or increase run off to 

cause other properties to flood – this would 

include from storm water as well as from rivers 

and streams.

7. Vehicular access and the capacity of the 

highway network should be adequate for the 

development and footpaths should be retained 

– this might include achieving benefits such as 

the provision of additional footpaths/cycle 

paths or public rights of way.



Q12 Are there other criteria we might use?

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.



Objective for Business

Parish plan:

• There is concern over the impact of developments involving intensive food 

production; 

• There should be a balance between farming, tourism and community 

aspirations. 

Residents survey:

• The forms of business development that might be supported include the 

provision of local services such as shops, tourism and agriculture rather than 

commercial businesses

• This view was within the context of protecting the AONB.

• Broadband and mobile phone services need to be enhanced to assist 

business.

• The electricity supply is not considered reliable. 

Core Strategy:

• There are no specific employment proposals for the Parish within the Core 

Strategy. 

• It supports rural businesses and diversification of local economy dependent 

upon scale in relation to location, the environment and highway impact. 

There are a number of small businesses within the Parish providing local 

employment mainly through farming, tourism and some commercial operations. 

There is also understood to be a significant number of people working from 

home. 

One consideration is whether the NDP has the need for any specific business-

related policies or if the Parish should rely upon the Core Strategy policies. 



To support development proposals for local businesses where these 

reflect the nature and scale of the Parish, in particular farm 

diversification, tourism and working from home through:

• Promoting proposals for the conversion of rural buildings to 

employment uses where these fit into the local environment and the 

capacity of the local road network.

• Retaining those local businesses operating in appropriate locations, 

supporting extensions where these can be achieved without adversely 

affecting the landscape and residential amenity.

• Enabling farm diversification where this does not harm the character 

and appearance of the Parish and the Wye Valley AONB, paying 

particular regard to scale and location.

• Facilitating working from home in particular by seeking modern 

infrastructure and appropriate layouts within new developments.

• Enabling the development of the tourism sector where this fits 

sensitively into the landscape and general environment of the Wye 

Valley AONB;

• Supporting small rural craft-style workshops where residential 

amenity can be protected.

Q13 Do you wish to add to, or amend the Business objective? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.



Please put a dot in the appropriate 

box

Q14 How important are the following elements of the 

Business Objective?

Very 

Important

Important Not Important No 

Opinion

Promoting proposals for the conversion 

of rural buildings to employment uses 

where these fit into the local environment 

and the capacity of the local road 

network.

Retaining those local businesses 

operating in appropriate locations, 

supporting extensions where these can 

be achieved without adversely affecting 

the landscape and residential amenity.  

Enabling farm diversification where this 

does not harm the character and 

appearance of the Parish and the Wye 

Valley AONB, paying particular regard to 

scale and location.

Facilitating working from home in 

particular by seeking modern 

infrastructure and appropriate layouts 

within new developments. 

Enabling the development of the tourism 

sector where this fits sensitively into the 

landscape and general environment of 

the Wye Valley AONB;

Supporting small rural craft-style 

workshops where residential amenity can 

be protected.



Infrastructure Objective

Parish plan:

• Encourage 

undergrounding of 

services such as 

electricity cables. 

Residents survey:

• There are broadband, mobile phone and electricity supply problems. 

• There are concerns about the adequacy and safety of local roads.

Core Strategy Evidence base:

• Wastewater treatment is an issue especially where this might affect the integrity 

of the River Wye Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

• Walford (Coughton) is served by a public sewer that flows to Lower Cleeve 

WwTWs – Amber within the Water Cycle Addendum so has limited additional 

capacity (works to be completed to provide for growth by 2020).

• Other settlements do not have mains drainage.

• The Parish falls within a Nitrate Protection Zone.

• Areas of the Parish fall within Flood Risk Zones 2 and 3 – no flood prevention 

measures have been identified in association with the river.

• There are local concerns about storm water drainage that has caused localised 

flooding. 

Primary local concerns are pedestrian safety, capacity along rural lanes, 

accessibility through walking and cycling, highway maintenance and the flooding 

of rural roads. Storm water flooding resulting from development is also a 

concern and it is proposed that these be investigated to see whether they might 

be addressed within the NDP. Consequently, your views on the objective for this 

topic would be welcome. 

Measures such as traffic calming are often seen as the imposition of speed 

bumps which are generally opposed. However, we would like to know where 

residents consider there are particular problems created by motor vehicles. 

Alternative traffic calming measures might be possible.



Q15 Do you wish to add to, or amend the objective? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.

To ensure development within the Parish can be accommodated within 

the capacities of local infrastructure or that upgraded provision meets 

modern needs and promotes greater self-reliance by:

• Ensuring development is located where it can be accommodated safely 

and within the capacity of the local network, especially taking into 

account the needs of pedestrians and cyclists.

• Protection from flooding.

• Promoting walking and cycling.

• Ensuring the provision of infrastructure needed to provide high-quality 

telecommunications.

• Concentrating most development in locations where it can connect to 

the public sewer either directly or through any economically viable 

extension.

• Development connecting to the public sewer to that which can be met 

within the capacity of the Ross Lower Cleeve Wastewater Treatment 

Works.

• Any development using private means for treating wastewater must 

demonstrate that it will not contribute towards any significant adverse 

effect upon the River Wye SAC or cause pollution more generally, 

including in combination with existing developments.

• Supporting low carbon and renewable energy initiatives serving 

individual and community needs where consistent with important 

environmental requirements, e.g. community energy groups.



Please put a dot in the appropriate 

box

Q16 How important are the following elements of the 

Infrastructure Objective?

Very 

Important

Important Not 

Important

No 

Opinion

Ensuring development is located where it 

can be accommodated safely and within 

the capacity of the local network, 

especially taking into account the needs 

of pedestrians and cyclists.

Protection from flooding.

Promoting walking and cycling.

Enabling the provision of any new 

infrastructure needed to support 

superfast broadband and high-quality 

telecommunications. 

Concentrating most development in 

locations where it can connect to the 

public sewer either directly or through its 

any economically viable extension. Any 

development not connected to the public 

sewer must demonstrate that it will not 

contribute towards any significant 

adverse effect upon the River Wye SAC.

Restricting development connecting to 

the public sewer to that which can be met 

within the capacity of the Ross Lower 

Cleeve Wastewater Treatment Works.  

Ensuring that development takes account 

of the capacity and reliability of the local 

electricity supply network



Q17 Is there any thing else you would like the Neighbourhood Development Plan to 

consider as part of this process? 

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet or fill in separate 

comments sheet.



The use of renewable energy sources is of national and local importance in combating climate change. We want to develop individual 

and community policies that assist with reducing our carbon footprint. Our NDP may not be able to incorporate specific policies for 

climate change mitigation but we would like to understand how our local Community currently feels about the possible options that 

are available to us. When giving your views please think carefully about  the potential cost and environmental  impact of these 

options i.e. the payback period, the visual impact etc

Climate change and renewable energy

Q18. Are you in favour of the following 

developments to harness energy from 

natural sources in Walford Parish, if 

undertaken by you as an individual, 

community groups or commercial 

companies? 

Please put a dot in the appropriate 

box

Myself as an 

individual

Community Groups Commercial 

Organisations

No 

Opinion

Yes No Yes No Yes No

The power of the sun e.g. solar panels 

or photo voltaic panel array

Wind power e.g. wind turbines

Capturing natural heat in the ground or 

air e.g. Ground/Air Source Heat 

Pumps 

Burning wood pellets 

e.g. Biomass plants

Gas captured from our waste products 

e.g. anaerobic digesters N/A N/A



Q19. How important are the following aspects when 

trying to conserve energy and our environment in 

Walford Parish?

Please put a dot in the appropriate box

Very 

Important

Important Not 

Important

No Opinion

Have a policy that gives priority to construction of 

homes that exceed government energy efficient 

standards, even if this makes them more expensive to 

build

Have a local policy that all new build dwellings should 

use renewable energy systems such as low carbon 

heating and PV arrays

Preserve existing woodland i.e. have policies that

prevent the removal of existing woodland and 

hedgerows

Encourage the planting of more woodland and 

orchards, possibly as an offset to development

Encourage more natural pond environments and 

settlement ponds to mitigate flood risk

Have a ‘dark skies’ policy to reduce energy 

consumption, limit light pollution and safeguard wildlife 

habitats

Build wildlife/habitat communicating corridors

How do you feel about conservation, including energy conservation?



Q20 Is there any thing else you feel should be considered as 

part of the Neighbourhood Development Plan process, or 

wider Parish Council initiatives, either to generate or 

conserve energy?

If so, please complete a ‘post it’ and attach to this sheet 

or fill in separate comments sheet.


