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Key statistics for Walford Parish

1514 population at 2011 

census

772 males, 742 females

35 school children/students

53 communal accommodation 

residents

Mean age 46.4 years

648 houses in 2011 Area of 2020 hectares

0.7 people per hectare



Our Neighbourhood

 AONB

 Bounded by River Wye to West (SSSI)

 Two Churches

 Two Village Halls

 Primary and Pre-School Schools

 One Filling Station, Stores and Post Office

 Listed buildings?

 Wide range of housing mix

 Local employment predominantly Farming, Homeworking and 
Leisure (Bed & Breakfast)
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Local Input into Development

 In 2011 the government passed the Localism Act providing the 

opportunity for communities to shape how the area where they 

live is developed.

 A parish or town can create an NDP describing where housing, 

facilities and services will be built and what they will look like.

 Once adopted, our NDP will be used alongside the Local 

Herefordshire Plan (known as the core strategy) and National 

Plan.

 The collective policies within them are then used in the 

determination of planning applications and more.



National Planning 

Policy Framework

(NPPF)

Herefordshire

County Council

Core Strategy

Walford Parish 

Council 

Neighbourhood 

Development Plan 

(NDP)

National and Local Planning Hierarchy



What MUST the NDP contain?

 All parishes in the Ross-on-Wye area must build a minimum of 

14% new houses by 2031.  

 For Walford this is 91 properties of which 34 have been 

completed or are planned.  

 The NDP cannot change this number but it can influence how 

they are applied.



Key NDP requirements for 
Walford

91 houses required between 2011 and 2031

9 houses completed so far

25 houses approved but not yet built

57 more required by 2031

All houses to be built in named settlements:

•Walford/Coughton

•Bishopswood

•Howle Hill



What MAY the NDP contain?

 Things that are important to residents

 Such as, maintaining green space

 What makes our parish and it’s communities a great place to live

 Such as, protecting the AONB status

 What we would like to do to preserve and make our parish better 

for the future as it develops

 Such as, improving pedestrian and cycling networks



What the plan can and cannot do!

 It cannot:

 Override any National policy

 Override Herefordshire Local Plan – Core Strategy

 Stop or block development

 It can:

 Shape our community and help to decide the type/design of 
housing and other development that we want.

 Be a legal document which will be used and seen, not just 
filed away and forgotten.
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Why have an NDP?

 There is no need to have a Neighbourhood Development Plan

 Without an NDP Herefordshire Planning will apply the rules from 

the “core strategy” without local input

 We believe that developing an NDP will help our communities 

play a greater role in shaping the future of our area and 

identifying our priorities

 Creating an NDP provides an opportunity to bring together 

residents, businesses, local groups, landowners, service 

providers and developers to share ideas and build consensus 

about what needs to be done within our communities while 

fulfilling our obligations
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Roles & responsibilities

 Parishioners

 It is OUR plan, derived from OUR input and decision making

 Ultimately vote to determine whether the plan is adopted or not

 Steering Group

 Facilitate the production of the plan

 Parish Council

 Own and deliver the plan once adopted

 Herefordshire Council

 Approve and aid the development of the plan

 Independent assessors

 Inspect the plan and it’s production to ensure that it meets all legal requirements



Meet the people

 Steering Group:

 Andrew De La Haye (Chair), Cllr. Simeon Cole, Cllr. Bob Puzey, Cllr. 

Ian Mathews, Chris Barron, Dave Berry, Jon Stern, Leigh Russell

 Consultants:

 Bill Bloxsome, Maxine Bassett

 You!

 All meetings are open to the public, who are very welcome to attend 

and take part
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How long 

will it take 

to make a 

plan?

Getting started November 2019

Gathering information July 2020

Consult and submit draft October 2020

Revise and resubmit December 2020

Independent Examination April 2021

Referendum June 2021

Adoption July 2021
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Progress so far

 In 2012 the neighbourhood area was agreed to be the whole 

parish

 In 2014 we conducted a questionnaire open to all residents

 In 2017 we asked if any land owners had sites to offer for 

development

 In 2017 offered sites were independently assessed for suitability

 In 2019 the steering group reformed and we appointed 

consultants to help us



Key findings from questionnaire

 Roads and transport

 Protecting the AONB

 Other items??



Which sites have been offered?

 Sixteen sites have been offered for development

 All have been independently assessed for suitability

 There is still time for other sites to be put forward
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How can I get involved?

 There will be numerous opportunities to get involved 
throughout the project

 Attending and inputting at meetings

 Following progress and feeding back via the website

 Responding to questionnaires

 Every NDP Steering Group meeting is open to the public to 
attend and take part

 A monthly progress report is made normally made at Parish 
Council meetings

 Before the NDP is adopted everyone will have the opportunity 
to review it and vote on whether they would like to adopt it



How can I get involved?

 Our dedicated website is coming soon.  There you will be able to:

 Have access to project documentation and information

 Keep up to date with project progress

 Feedback your thoughts and input

 Take part in surveys

 Meanwhile, much of the information is available through the parish 

website www.walford-pc.org.uk

 At various stages of the project public events will be held to both 

inform and seek input into decision making

 It’s your plan, it’s your voice, make it count!
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What next?

 Steering Group will be spending December and January 

reviewing the data that we currently have to:

 Assess the potential options for our sites

 Develop our vision and objectives

 Assess the questionnaire feedback and determine gaps

 Determine project budget requirements for 2020-2021

 Establish our website to keep everyone involved

 During February consultation meetings to discuss and decide 

upon our options and approaches
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