
Site Suitability Selection Process Summary. 
 
 

Site submission. 
 
The potential availability of land for development has been established through a public “call 
for sites” by the NDP Steering Group on behalf of Walford Parish Council.   
 
Sites previously submitted in 2017 have been included in the process, with Landowners or 
their Agents having been approached to establish if the site is still available now. 
 
An additional “call for sites” was issued in February 2020 with a deadline for submission of 
31st March 2020. 
 
A total of 34 sites are being assessed in the process.  This varies to the 30 submitted sites 
previously reported as the assessment includes two sites that have been withdrawn, one 
that has changed ownership and one submission that included two sites. 
 
 
Site suitability assessment. 
 
Determining whether a site is developable, and deliverable will be undertaken in two stages.  
The first identifying those sites that meet several critical requirements considered to be 
major criteria.  The second to assess those qualifying sites in more detail for suitability and 
rank them in order of how they best meet locally determined criteria and would be most 
appropriate to allocate within the plan.  A more detailed description of the process and 
criteria will be published in the assessment report. 
 

Stage 1 
 
Herefordshire Councils Neighbourhood Planning Guidance note 21 suggests several 
criteria that have formed a six-part test.  Sites that meet these basic criteria will then 
be assessed in stage 2. 

 
• Compliance with Herefordshire’s Core Strategy.  Sites should not be isolated 

homes in the countryside unless they meet several exceptions. Sites should 
fall within or adjacent to the main built up area of settlements, as defined in 
the Core Strategy. 

• The NDP should apply a sequential, risk-based approach to the location of 
development - considering the current and future impacts of climate change – 
to avoid, where possible, flood risk to people and property. 

• Sites should not be allocated within areas designated as Special Areas of 
Conservation or Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  

• Sites should be available and deliverable within the plan period.  

• Major development should not be permitted within the Wye Valley AONB.  

• There should be no significant adverse effect on heritage assets. 
 

Stage 2 
 
Is a more thorough assessment against criteria which are either stated in 
Herefordshire Councils Neighbourhood Planning Guidance Note 21 - “Guide to site 
assessment and choosing allocation sites” or are derived from the results of our 
public consultation events. 
 



This second stage assessment is to ensure sites are ranked in terms of their 
suitability for development to meet the parish’s needs and wishes.  The assessment 
criteria for stage 2 are being refined and will be published as soon as they are 
available. 

 

Site suitability assessments will be carried out by desk assessment activity and by a physical 
site visit by an independent assessor. 
 
If only part of a site has some potential the independent assessor may engage with the 
Landowner or their Agent to see if they would consider offering the suitable part alone. 
 
 
Reporting 
 
The site assessment report would normally be written and published after completion of 
stage 1 and stage 2 site assessments.  However, given the circumstances of the Covid-19 
restrictions it is not currently possible to complete the stage 2 assessments.  Therefore, we 
intend publishing – on the NDP website - the report as a draft copy, covering just the stage 1 
assessments.  The full report, including stage 2 assessment, will be published at some time 
in the future, when we are able to complete the work and conduct public meetings. 


